CttKIST  OF 


'% 


Registered  at  G.P.O.  as  a  newspaper. 


Volume  22 


JUNE,  1947 


Number  6 


Pres.  Smith's  Opening  Conference  Address 

Following  is  the  full  text  of  the  address  given  by  President  George  Albert  Smith  at 
the  opening  of  the  117th  Annual  General  Conference,  Friday,  April  4,  at  10  a.m.,  in 

the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle . 


I T  is  my  pleasure  this  morning  to  bid  you 
■  welcome  to  the  house  of  the  Lord.  It 
is  a  beautiful  picture  to  see  this  great 
tabernacle  filled,  the  seats  occupied  and 
people  standing  at  the  beginning  of  the 
117th  Annual  Conference  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

The  Church  was  organized  under  great 
difficulties  and  unpleasantness  to  those  who 
became  its  members.  People  who  ac- 
cepted the  G-ospel  did  so  because  they  knew 
it  was  the  Lord's  will  and  the  result  was 
that  they  were  able  to  endure  the  persecu- 
tions and  difficulties  and  sorrows  that  fol- 
lowed them  until  they  finally  were  driven 
from  the  East  and  came  here  to  these 
desert  lands  to  make  their  homes  with  the 
wild  animals,  and  at  that  time,  the  still 
more  savage  red  men. 

Eemarkable  as  it  may  seem,  but  running 
true  to  form,  the  Church  from  its  incep- 
tion endured  persecution.  It  was  so  in 
the  days  of  the  Old  Testament,  also  dur- 
ing the  mortal  life  of  the  Saviour  as  well 
as  in  our  day.  The  people  were  moved 
about,  buffeted  from  place  to  place,  but  I 
think  it  could  be  safely  said  that  every  day 
when  the  sun  went  down  the  Church,  was 
stronger  than  it  was  the  day  before. 

Eepresentatives  from  many  parts  of  the 
world  are  in  attendance  to-day.  Many  of 
you  have  travelled  a  long  distance  and  I 


am  sure  you  will  receive  a  blessing  because 
of  your  investment. 

This   happens   to   be   an   unusual  occa- 
sion for  me.     Seventy-seven  years  ago  to- 
day   I   came    to    Salt    Lake    City.        My 
mother's  home  was  just  across  the  road 
west  of  us,  and  that  is  where  I  was  bom. 
From    the    best    of    my    recollection    the 
ground     was     covered,     with     snow     that 
morning,   just  like  it  is  now.       In  addi- 
tion to  my  memory  I  have  the  testimony 
of  my   mother   who   later   tdld   me    there 
was  deep  snow  on  the  ground. 
Many  things  have  transpired  since  then, 
I    have    seen    this   city   grow   and   develop. 
When   I   was   a   child   there   were   not   any 
paved  streets.       The  dust  on  West  Temple 
Street  was  the  most  delightful  playground 
the   children   could  have.       We  ran  bare- 
foot in  it  and  had  a  happy  time. 

Little  by  little  conditions  improved,  and 
now  in  this  year  of  the  one  hundred  anni- 
versary of  the  coming  of  the  Pioneers,  on 
the  24th  of  July  next,  we  see  one  of  the 
beautiful  cities  of  the  world,  one  of  the 
most  delightful  places  to  live  that  can  be 
found  anywhere.  Fortunately  for  me,  I 
have  been  able  to  observe  and  enjoy  that 
development.  The  Lord  made  a  promise 
a  long  time  ago.       It  was  this : 

"   Seek  ye  first  " — not  last — "  Seek  ye 
first    the     Kingdom    of    God    and    His 
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righteousness  and  all  other  things  will  be 

added. " 

And  when  our  people  abandoned  their 
comfortable  homes  in  the  East  because  of 
force,  also  in  different  parts  of  the  world, 
and  began  to  trek  their  way  across  the 
plains  to  this  then-wilderness,  they  had  to 
have  faith  to  believe  that  they  could  enjoy 
in  this  desert  land  the  blessings  that  people 
enjoy  elsewhere.  The  Lord  never  fails  to 
fulfil  His  promises  and  I  stand  here  to- 
day a  witness  of  the  fact  that  in  this 
promised  land  are  some  of  the  happiest 
people  that  can  be  found  on  the  earth,  and 
the  advantages  and  opportunities  are  un- 
surpassed any  place  you  may  go.  Not 
only  do  we  have  the  blessings  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  has  bestowed  upon  us  as 
individuals  but  people  come  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  to  see  what  has  been  accom- 
plished. 

In  an  earlier  day,  if  anybody  wanted  to 
hear  the  best  music  and  be  trained  in  great 
universities,  they  had  to  go  away  from 
here.  To-day  those  who  have  been  trained 
in  our  universities  are  serving  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  as  instructors  in 
other  educational  institutions.  Those  who 
used  to  go  away  to  receive  their  musical 
training  and  learn  how  to  operate  a  pipe 
organ  may  now  get  that  instruction  here 
and  from  this  Tabernacle  the  choir  sings 
to  the  world,  and  the  music  of  the  organ 
is  sent  everywhere  that  radio  reaches. 

After  one  hundred  years  the  Lord  has 
made  His  people  known  for  good.  It  is 
remarkable  what  has  been  accomplished. 
This  state  is  classified  as  number  one 
among  the  states  of  the  Union  for  the 
largest  number  of  high  school  students  and 
the  largest  number  of  university  students  in 
proportion  to  population.  We  are  recog- 
nized because  there  have  been  more  scien- 
tists and  more  men  and  women  of  affairs 
born  in  this  state  than  in  any  other  state  in 
the  union  in  proportion  to  population.  You 
cannot  go  any  place  in  the  world  where 
Utah  is  not  known,  and  as  we  sit  here  this 
morning,  you  are  doubtless  in  the  most 
comfortable,  most  desirable  meeting  place 
for  its  size — and  it  is  one  of  the  largest — 
to  be  found  in  all  the  world.  You  are  in 
an  edifice  where  a  pin  drop  can  be  heard 
two   hundred   feet    awav.        And    all   these 


things,  with  thousands  of  others  that  might 
be  mentioned,  have  been  coming,  one  by 
one,  that  we  might  enjoy  them  in  this 
favoured  land. 

The  Lord  revealed  to  His  Prophet  a 
long  time  ago  that  this  was  a  land  choice 
above  all  other  lands,  and  at  this  time 
those  who  are  jortunate  enough  to  dwell 
in  this  part  of  it  feel  that  there  is  no 
better  place  in  which  we  may  live. 
I  see  these  mission  presidents  from  the 
various  missions  of  the  earth,  stake  presi- 
dencies, bishops,  counsellors,  high  coun- 
sellors, and  as  already  has  been  said,  on 
this  stand  are  all  the  general  authorities  of 
this  Church  with  one  exception.  I  welcome 
you  all.  We  have  this  marvellous  chorus 
of  singing  mothers  who  have  already  enter- 
tained us  delightfully,  and  the  great  organ 
that  is  famous  the  world  over.  Think,  if 
you  can,  of  any  place  in  all  the  world  that 
you  could  go  to  attend  a  service  that  would 
compare  with  this.  Surely  the  Lord  has 
fulfilled  his  promise,.  In  our  homes  we 
have  not  suffered  for  the  necessities  of  life 
during  this  terrible  war  period.  A  com- 
mandment was  given  long  ago  through  a 
prophet  of  old  to  "  Come  out  of  her  my 
people  that  ye  partake  not  of  her  sins  and 
that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues."  Many 
of  you  who  are  in  this  audience  to-day  are 
descendants  of  those  who  followed  this  ad- 
vice and  some  of  you  have  come  yourselves 
from  distant  lands  for  the  Gospel's  sake, 
and  by  so  doing  you  escaped  the  ravages 
of  world  wars.  Our  Heavenly  Father  is 
mindful  of  His  own. 

We  are  here  this  morning  not  just  to  see 
and  be  seen,  but  we  are  here  to  worship, 
and  there  will  address  us  from  this  stand 
a  group  of  men  whose  lives  are  devoted  to 
disseminating  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  this  audience  there  are  hundreds  who 
have  filled  missions,  have  been  away  from 
home  for  a  term  of  years,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense or  the  expense  of  their  loved  ones,  to 
divide  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  our 
Father's  other  children.  I  would  like  to 
have  all  of  those  who  have  filled  missions 
for  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  outside  the  states  in  which  they 
live,  raise  their  hands.       Thank  you. 

I  wish  all  who  are  outside  the  build- 
(Oontinued  on  page  66.) 


June,  1947. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


63 


Special    Mission   To    Europe 

By  ELDER  EZRA  TAFT  BENSON,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  Sunday  afternoon  session  of  the  With  annual  general 
conference,   April  6,    1947,   in   the   Tabernacle. 


THliOUGrH  seven  inspirational  sessions  I 
have  not  lost  faith  that  my  time  would 
come. 

To  one  who  has  spent  the  major  part  of 
the  last  year  amidst  the  rubble  and  destruc- 
tion of  war-torn  Europe  this  conference  has 
been  doubly  inspirational  and  appreciated. 
As  I  have  looked  into  the  faces  of  this  well- 
fed  (almost  too  well-fed  in  many  cases), 
audience,  well-clothed,  surrounded  with  all 
the  comforts  and  blessings  of  life,  I  have 
found  that  my  thoughts  have  many  times 
drifted  across  the  Atlantic  to  those  of  our 
brethren  and  sisters  with  whom  I  have  been 
closely  associated  during  recent  months.  1 
love  them,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  as  1 
am  sure  you  do,  many  of  you  having 
descended  through  progenitors  from  those 
nations. 

We  have  heard  much  in  this  conference 
regarding  Europe  and  the  Latter-day  Saints 
in  those  countries.  You  heard  testimonies 
from  two  of  the  former  mission  presidents 
of  those  missions  who  told  of  the  suffering 
of  the  Saints  and  who  bore  fervent  testi- 
mony to  the  faithfulness  and  devotion  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  Europe.  You  heard 
from  Brother  Frederick  W..  Babbel,  my 
companion  and  faithful  associate,  regarding 
his  observations  in  Europe.  If  the  Lord 
will  bless  me  during  the  next  few  moments, 
I  should  like,  in  keeping  with  the  suggestion 
of  President  Smith,  to  refer  briefly  to  some 
other  phases  in  connection  with  observa- 
tions and  travels  in  Europe,  covering  a 
period  of  some  ten  months  and  more  than 
sixty  thousand  miles. 

I  hasten  to  suggest,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  that  even  though  many  fine  com- 
ments were  made  regarding  our  mission 
over  there,  I  assure  you  I  know  the  source 
of  the  success  which  attended  our  labours. 
Never  at  any  time  have  I  felt  it  would  be 
possible  for  me  or  my  associates  to  accom- 
plish the  mission  to  which  we  were  assigned 
without  the  directing  power  of  the 
Almighty.       I  shall  never  forget  my  feel- 


ings when  I  read  in  the  press  the  announce- 
ment by  the  First  Presidency  regarding  our 
call.  The  magnitude  of  it  seemed  over- 
whelming. They  gave  us  a  four-point 
charge :  First,  to  attend  to  the  spiritual 
affairs  of  the  Church  in  Europe ;  second,  to 
work  to  make  available  food,  clothing,  and 
bedding  to  our  suffering  Saints  in  all  parts 
of  Europe;  third,  to  direct  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  various  missions  in  Europe  ;  and, 
fourth,  to  prepare  for  the  return  of  mission- 
aries to  those  countries. 

Our  great  desire  was  to  live  so  that  the 
Lord  would  bless  us  in  carrying  out  those 
directions,  and  I  testify  to  you  this  after- 
noon, my  brethern  and  sisters,  that  the 
Lord  has  in  very  deed  blessed  us  on  even- 
turn.  He  has  gone  before  us.  Barriers 
have  melted  away.  Problems  that  seemed 
impossible  to  solve  have  been  solved,  and 
the  work  in  large  measure  has  been  accom- 
plished through  the  blessings  of  the  Lord. 

I  remember  well  our  first  inquiry  as  to 
the  time  we  could  set  sail,  either  by  plane 
or  boat.  We  were  told  it  would  take  three 
months,  that  all  bookings  were  filled  for 
that  period  Yet  within  twenty-one  days 
from  the  time  our  appointment  was  an- 
nounced, we  landed  at  Hum  Airport  sixty 
miles  south  of  London.  And  in  spite  of  a 
most  acute  housing  shortage  in  London, 
two  days  thereafter  suitable  headquarters 
had  been  established ;  how,  I  do  not  know, 
except  through  the  blessings  of  the 
Almighty ;  and  had  we  been  free  to  select 
a  spot  for  our  headquarters,  as  it  developed 
later,  we  could  not  have  done  better  for  our 
purpose.  And  so  to-day  I  am  grateful  be- 
yond my  power  of  expression  for  the  bless- 
ings that  have  accompanied  us  on  our 
mission  in  Europe. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  love  of  the  Saints 
over  there,  and  for  their  devotion,  for  their 
faith,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  received 
us.  They  are  a  great  people.  T  have 
never  seen  greater  faith  anywhere  in  the 
Church  than  we  saw  among  the  Saints  in 
the  war-torn  countries. 
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.  I  will  not  take  time  to-day  to  describe 
the  terrors  of.  war,  the  worst  of  which  is  not' 
the  physical  combat  but  that  which  fol- 
lows :  the  abandonment  of  moral  and  re- 
ligious restraints,  the  increase  in  sin, 
disease ;  the  increase  in  infant  mortality ; 
and  all  the  suffering  which  accompanies 
famine,  disease  and  immorality.  We  saw 
these  things  on  every  side.  We  saw  nations 
prostrate,  flat  on  their  backs  economically. 
We  found  it  difficult  even  to  get  a  telephone 
call  through  from  London  to ,  many  of  our 
missions  on  the  continent  when  we  arrived. 
We  could  not  even  make  a  telephone  call 
to  Holland,  let  alone  countries  like  Poland 
and  Czechoslovakia,  and  other  nations.  Al- 
most the  only  type  of  transportation  avail- 
able was  that  under  the  control  of  the  mili- 
tary. But  through  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  we  were  able  within  eight  days  to 
make  our  first  trip  to  the  continent,  and 
from  Paris,  made  our  journey  into  the 
various  nations  of  Europe. 

I  think  I  shall  never  forget  those  first 
meetings  with  the  Saints.  They  have 
suffered  much,  my  brethren  and  sisters. 
We  wondered  just  how  they  would  receive 
us,  what  the  reaction  would  be.  Would 
their  hearts  be  filled  with  bitterness  ?  Would 
there  be  hatred  there?  Would  they  have 
soured  on  the  Church?  I  well  remember 
our  first  meeting  at  Karlsruhe.  After  we 
had  made  visits  through  Belgium,  Holland 
and  the  Scandinavian  countries,  we  went 
into  occupied  Germany.  We  finally  found 
our  way  to  the  meeting  place,  a  partially 
bombed-out  building  located  in  the  interior 
of  a  block.  The  Saints  had  been  in 
session  for  some  two  hours  waiting  for  us, 
hoping  that  we  would  come  because  the 
word  had  reached  them  that  we  might  be 
there  for  the  conference.  And  then  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life  I  saw  almost  an 
entire  audience  in  tears  as  we  walked  up 
on  to  the  platform,  and  they  realized  that 
at  last,  after  six  or  seven  long  years,  repre- 
senatives  from  Zion,  as  they  put  it,  had 
finally  come  back  to  them.  Then  as  the 
meeting  closed,  prolonged  at  their  request, 
they  insisted  we  go  to  the  door  and  shake 
hands  with  each  one  of  them  as  he  left  the 
bombed-out  building.  And  we  noted  that 
many  of  them,  after  they  had  passed 
through  the  line  went  back  and  came 
through    the    second    and    third    time,     so 


happy  were  they  to  grasp  our  hands.  As 
I  looked  into  their  upturned  faces,  pale, 
thin,  many  of  these  Saints  dressed  in  rags, 
some  of  them  barefooted,  I  could  see  the 
light  of  faith  in  their  eyes  as  they  bore 
testimony  to  the  divinity  of  this  great 
latter-day  work,  and  expressed  their  grati- 
tude for  the  blessing's  of  the  Lord. 

That  is  what  a  testimony  does.  We  saw 
it  in  many  countries.  I  say  there  is  no 
greater  faith,  to  my  knowledge,  anywhere 
in  the  Church  than  we  found  among  those 
good  people  in  Europe. 

Many  interesting  things  happened  as  you 
can  well  imagine.  Ofttimes  our  meeting 
rooms  were  in  almost  total  darkness  as  we 
were  forced  to  close  the  windows,  filled 
with  cardboard  instead  of  glass,  because  of 
a  rainstorm.  But  the  Saints  insisted  that 
we  go  on  with  the  meeting.  Other  times 
we  would  close  a  meeting,  and  then  they 
would  ask  if  we  could  not  hold  another  be- 
fore we  sent  them  home — they  were  so 
happy  to  have  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
with  us.  I  remember  in  Nuremberg  that 
the  people  had  waited  two  hours  for  us — 
we  were  delayed  because  of  detours  around 
bombed  bridges  and  other  things.  Shortly 
after  we  arrived,  the  curfew  rang;  but  they 
requested  that  we  allow  them  to  stay  on; 
and  after  the  meeting  was  over,  they  were 
forced  to  stay  all  night  in  the  old  partially 
bombed-out  schoolhouse,  because  of  curfew 
restrictions.  Words  cannot  adequately 
express  the  joy  of  the  Saints  for  the  first 
missionwide  conference  following  the  war  in 
Engand,  Holland,  Sweden,  and  other  coun- 
tries. 

We  found  that  our  members  had  carried 
on  in  a  marvellous  way.  Their  faith  was 
strong,  their  devotion  greater,  and  their 
loyalty  unsurpassed.  We  found  very 
little,  if  any,  bitterness  or  despair.  There 
was  a  spirit  of  fellowship  and  brotherhood 
which  had  extended  from  one  mission  to 
the  other,  and  as  we  travelled,  the  Saints 
asked  us  to  take  their  greetings  to  their 
brothers  and  sisters  in  other  countries  al- 
though their  nations  had  been  at  war  only 
a  few  months  before.  Local  missionaries 
had  carried  on  during  the  war  period.  In 
some  districts  there  had  been  more  bap- 
tisms than  during  a  comparable  period 
prior  to  the  war. 
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They  had  lived  the  standards  of  the 
Church.  The  Word  of  Wisdom  has  been 
a  great  blessing  to  them.  Whereas  many 
people,  driven  by  the  pangs  of  hunger,  had 
had  their  desire  for  tobacco  intensified  and 
would  tr.ade  their  meagre  food  allowance 
for  more  tobacco,  the  Saints  traded  their 
rations  of  tobacco  for  more  food.  Truly 
this  revelation  of  over  one  hundred  years 
ago  is  a  great  blessing  to  them. 

They  have  suffered  much,  my  brethren 
and- sisters.  You  heard  President  Clark 
read  a  letter  here  on  Friday  from  President 
Walter  Stover  in  Berlin.  You  may  think 
that  is  an  isolated  case.  It  is  only  one  of 
hundreds,  many  of  which  are  much  worse 
than  the  one  he  referred  to,  because  our 
Saints  in  some  cases  have  suffered  more 
than  death.  It  is  worse  than  death  for  a 
mother  or  a  father  to  have  to  stand  at  the 
point  of  a  gun  while  they  witness  their 
little  thirteen  and  fourteen-year-old  daugh- 
ters ravished  by  fiends  in  human  form. 
Some  of  our  Saints  were  forced  to  go 
through  that. 

Yes,  they  have  been  hungry ;  they  have 
been  cold.  We  saw  many  such  families 
long'  before  welfare  supplies  arrived  in 
Europe.  Thank  God  that  the  welfare  sup- 
plies are  there  now ! 

Our  local  mission  presidents  have  per- 
formed a  marvellous  work.  The  local 
leaders,  district  and  branch  presidents, 
have  done  yeoman  service  for  which  we  are 
deeply  grateful  to  them.  The  local  people 
have,  rallied  around  and  supported  them  in 
every  way. 

Probably  the  saddest  part  of  our  mission 
was  with  our  refugees.  These  poor,  un- 
wanted souls,  have  been  driven  from  their 
once  happy,  homes  to  destinations  un- 
known. They  came  with  all  their  earthly 
possessions  on  their  backs,  but  after  or- 
ganizing them  into  branches,  calling  them 
into  meetings,  they  sang  the  songs  of  Zion 
with  a  fervour  I  am  sure  has  never  been 
surpassed.  We  visited  some  of  their  homes 
— their  shacks — where  as  many  as  twenty- 
two  people  were  living  in  one  room — four 
complete  families  !  And  yet  they  knelt 
together  in  prayer  night  and  morning  vand 
bore  testimony  to  us  regarding  the  bless- 
ings of  the  gospel. 

Now,  just  a  word  about  the  welfare  pro- 
gramme.     I  bring  to  you,  my  brothers  and 


sisters,  the  deep  gratitude  and  thanksgiving 
of  the  Saints  in  Europe.  The  spirit  of  the 
welfare  programme  was  there  long  before 
we  arrived.  The  Saints  in  various  coun- 
tries had  sent  help  to  their  less  fortunate 
brothers  and  sisters  in  other  nations.  Wel- 
fare gardens  had  been  planted.  We  found 
them  among  the  bombed-out  buildings. 
We  ran  on  to  many  instances  where  fol- 
lowing bombings,  branches  had  joined  to- 
gether and  pooled  all  their  remaining  sup- 
plies, food,  clothing,  and  household  articles 
and  turned  them  over  to  the  priesthood  for 
distribution  according  to  need. 

It  was  a  great  joy  when  the  welfare  sup- 
plies came  through.  It  was  also  a  great 
surprise  to  the  military  authorities  and 
others  to  learn  with  what  dispatch  the  sup- 
plies arrived  from  Zion,  after  arrangements 
were  made,  and  the  cable  sent  back  to 
Zion,  March  14,  1946,  to  start  shipments. 
They  could  hardly  believe  that  there  was  a 
Church  in  existence  with  a  hundred  store- 
houses well  stocked,  ready  to  dispatch  sup- 
plies to  the  suffering  people  in  Europe.  You 
have  heard  figures  regarding  the  quantities 
that  have  arrived — some  fifty-one  carloads. 
That  means  over  two  hundred  European 
carloads,  or  approximately  two  thousand 
tons,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  the  cost  of 
transporting  it  on  the  European  end  was 
considered,  it  would  total  well  over  three 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars.  The  bulk  of 
that,  of  ocurse,  has  gone  to  the  countries 
in  greatest  distress,  Germany  and  Austria, 
Holland,  Norway,  Belgium,  with  quanti- 
ties going  to  many  other  countries  accord- 
ing to  need. 

I  have  faced  congregations  of  more  than 
a  thousand  Latter-day  Saints  where  it  was 
estimated  by  the  mission  president  that 
more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  total 
clothing  worn  was  clothing  from  Zion,  sent 
through  the  welfare  programme.  My 
brethren  and  sisters,  do  you  need  any  fur- 
ther evidence  of  the  need  for*  this  pro- 
gramme and  the  inspiration  back  of  it  ?  I 
wish  you  could  have  spent  a  few  days  with 
me  in  Europe  during  this  past  year.  I  tell 
you  God  is  directing  this  programme.  It  is 
inspired !  Had  it  not  been  so,  there  would 
have  been  many,  many  hundreds  more  of 
our  Latter-day  Saints  perish  with  hunger 
and  die  of  cold  because  of  the  lack  of  sim- 
ple food  commodities  and  clothing. 
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Now  the  work  is  going  forward  in  Europe. 
New  buildings  are  being  provided.  Under 
the  direction  of  the  First  Presidency  pur- 
chases have  been  made  in  Sweden,  Eng- 
land, and  Holland,  of  buildings  and  lots. 
New  headquarters  have  been  established 
and  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing. 
We  have  fine  co-operation  from  the 'military 
authorities,  from  civic,  business,  and  pro- 
fessional people.  Our  United  States  em- 
bassies have  co-operated  fully.  The  radio 
and  the  press  have  been  friendly.  And  on 
the  whole,  with  mission  presidents  now 
back  in  all  of  the  missions,  except  the 
West  German,  and  permission  granted  for 
a  president  to  go  there,  with  four  hundred 
and  fifty  missionaries  already  called  and 
assigned  and  one  hundred  others  waiting 
visas,  the  outlook  is  encouraging.  Even  in 
Germany  and  Austria,  where  missionaries 
have  not  been  permitted  to  go  in  numbers, 
some  seventy  local  missionaries  are  serving 
full  time  to  carry  on  the  great  work. 

Two  distributions  of  welfare  supplies 
have  been  made  in  all  districts  in  Germany 
and  in  the  East  German  Mission,  a  third 
distribution  was  made  through  purchases 
on  the  Swiss  market  before  welfare  supplies 
arrived.  A  third  distribution  is  now  being 
made  in  the  western  zones  which  comprise 
the  West  German  Mission.  In  Holland 
and  Norway  the  work  is  progressing 
equally  well. 

While  the  outlook  for  the  Church  is 
favourable  in  Europe  if  peace  can  be  main- 
tained, certainly  the  outlook  for  the  world 
at  large  is  anything  but  encouraging. 
After  two  years,  following  the  second  world 
war  in  twenty-five  years,  the  world  is  in- 
deed in  a  sorry  state.  Once  powerful 
nations  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  the  Orient  are 
flat  on  their  backs,  industries  broken, 
economies  shattered,  and  their  once  happy 
people  on  starvation  doles.  A  large  part 
of  the  world  is  cold,  hungry,  and  desperate. 
Millions  without  the  gospel  are  without 
hope.  Europe  to-day  is  in  the  midst  of 
one  of  the  greatest  idealogical  conflicts  in 
recorded  human  history — whether  govern- 
ment exists  for  the  individual  or  the  indi- 
vidual for  the  government.  We,  feel  it 
only  vaguely  here  but  it  is  reai.  To  me 
the  threat  of  Godless  Communism  is  a  stern 
reality,  not  only  in  Europe  but  also  in 
blessed  America. 


The  outlook  for  the  world  is  not  en- 
couraging, but  we  know  what  the  answer 
is.  There  is  only  one  answer,  and  that  is 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Peace  must 
come  from  the  heart.  Men's  hearts  must 
change,  and  righteousness  must  rule  in  the 
lives  of  the  people  of  the  world  before 
peace  can  come.  May  God  hasten  the  day. 
May  the  message  of  the  restored  gospel  go 
forward  in  great  force,  by  increasing  num- 
bers, that  God's  children  may  escape  the 
calamities  which  are  impending,  I  humbly 
pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 
From  The  Improvement  Era. 
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ing    could   see   that   sight.  Hundreds, 

both  men  and  women,  have  indicated 
that  because  of  their  assurance  that  God 
lives,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  and  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  Prophet  of  the  Lord, 
they  have  been  willing  to  leave  home  and 
loved  ones  and  go  from-  door  to  door 
among  the  homes  of  our  own  and  other 
lands,  asking  for  the  privilege  of  sharing 
the  truth  that  the  others  did  not  possess 
in  order  that  they  too  might  enjoy  greater 
happiness. 

These  are  some  of  the  things  that  come 
to  my  mind  this  morning.  I  am  grateful 
to  my  Heavenly  Father  that  I  was  born  in 
this  land  of  the  free,  in  this  great  nation, 
in  this  valley,  among  the  people  who  have 
dwelt  here.  I  am  thankful  for  the  com- 
panionship during  my  life  of  the  best  men 
and  women  that  can  be  found  any  place  in 
the  world,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  This 
morning  we  are  here  to  wait  upon  the  Lord. 
We  are  here  to  listen  to  the  inspiration 
that  will  flow  from  Him  to  us.  We  are 
here  to  say  by  our  prayers  and  by  our  sing- 
ing voices,  "  Heavenly  Father,  we  thank 
Thee  for  all  that  we  enjoy."  This  is  a 
blessed  privilege. 

We  have  here  this  morning  mayors  of 
cities,  the  Governor  and  other  officials  of 
the  state,  some  members  of  the  Church  and 
some  not,  and  how  happy  we  are  to  have 
our  visiting  friends  with  us.  While  you  are 
here  in  the  city  I  would  like  to  plead  with 
the  Latter-day  Saints  to  see  to  it  that  every 
one  has  a  place  to  stay  in  comfort.  Let 
this  conference  be  notable  for  the  generosity 
of  the  people  who  reside  here,  and  let  us 
(Continued  on  page  67.) 
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A   GUIDE   FOR    MANKIND 


By  PRESIDENT  ALMA  SONNE 


NATIONS  rise  and  fall.  Like  indivi- 
duals, they  grow  old  and  die.  This 
is  the  verdict  of  history.  Their  downfall 
commences  when  they  forsake  the  stan- 
dards by  which  they  have  risen.  Mankind 
can  easily  succumb  to  the  forces  of  disin- 
tegration and  destruction.  It  is  the  easy 
course  for  it  offers  the  least  resistance. 

The  modern  world  has  reached  a  juncture 
where  prejudice  and  suspicion  have  become 
a  way  of  life.  People  are  moving  rapidly 
onward  without  guide  or  compass.  They 
can  find  no  road  to  the  future  because  they 
refuse  to  see  the  landmarks  and  signposts. 
Nothing  remains  for  them  in  heaven  or 
earth  too  sacred  to  be  questioned,  ridiculed 
and  cast  aside.  It  is  the.  age-old  story  of 
doubt,  skepticism  and  unbelief. 

Slowly  but  surely  a  condition  of  things 
is  developing  which  points  unmistakably  to 
a  moral  and  spiritual  breakdown.  This 
condition  springs  from  the  violation  of  God's 
laws.  In  the  dawn  of  history,  Moses,  the 
great  prophet  and  lawgiver,  brought  forth 
the  Ten  Commandments.  They  deal  with 
fundamentals  in  human  relationships.  No 
race  or  nation  can  long  endure  who  dis- 
regards these  Divine  mandates.  Man 
demonstrates  his  ability  to  make  progress 
and  to  attain  righteousness  in  his  compli- 
ance with  them.  On  the  other  hand,  their 
violation  by  him  is  an  indication  of  his 
weakness  and  retrogression.  .  They  still 
stand  as  moral  light-houses  to  guide '  him 
on  his  way  to  safety  and  security. 


Jesus  proclaimed  Himself  "  the  light  of 
the  world."  (John  8:12).  His  gospel, 
restored  through  Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet 
and  taught  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  a  beacon  light  to 
direct  the  children  of  men  in  their  journey 
through  life.  It  points  the  way;  it  sup- 
plies the  means;  it  wears  the  impensnable 
crown;  it  has  no  substitutes;  it  is  "  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation."  (Romans 
1 :16.)  Only  by  obedience  to  this  supreme 
and  divine  plan  can  the  welhbeing  and 
happiness  of  all  races  and  classes  be 
secured.  Individuals,  nations  and  empires 
will  stand  or  fall  as  they  respond  to  the  re- 
quirements of  this  plan.  It  doe's  not  change 
to  conform  to  the  wishes  and  whims  of  a 
sinful  world.  It  is  the  same  "  yesterday, 
and  to-day  and  forever."  (Hebrews  13:8.) 
Its  purpose  is  to  uplift  humanity. 

The  gospel  was  instituted  before  man's 
sojourn  in  mortality  began.  Everything 
connected  with  his  mortal  life  was  under- 
stood and  provision  made  for  his  inspira- 
tion and  guidance.  The  finite  mind,  limited 
in  its  comprehension  of  things,  cannot  grasp 
fully  the  beauty  and  significance  of  the  gos- 
pel plan.  Room  and  opportunity  are  left 
for  the  exercise  of  faith  for  "  without  faith 
it  is  impossible  to  please  God."  (Hebrews 
11 :6.)  Reliance  upon  God  as  Creator  and 
Ruler,  constitutes  man's  main  source  of 
strength  and  enlightenment.  "  Man  shall 
not  live  by  bread  alone  but  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 
(Matt.  4:4.) 
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see  to  it  that  everybody  is  properly  taken 
care  of. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  dozens  of 
my  friends  that  I  cannot  thank  in  any 
other  way  for  their  greetings  and  good 
wishes  on  my  birthday.  It  has  been  a 
very  delightful  experience  and  I  thank 
you  all,  wherever  you  may  be  ivho  arc 
listening  in,  ivho  have  written  to  vie,  or 
telegraphed  or  telephoned  your  good 
ivishes. 


Surely  it  is  •  a  blessed  thing  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  such  people,  and  from  the 
depths  of  my  soul  I  pray  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  will  now  give  us  the  satisfaction  of 
listening  to  His  voice  and  His  instructions 
during  this  conference,  and  when  the  meet- 
ings are  finished  and  when  we  return  to 
our  homes  that  we  may  take  with  us  the 
influences  and  the  truths  that  we  have  en- 
joyed here  to  share  with  those  who  are  not 
fortunate  enough  to  come  here.  I  pray  for 
these  blessings  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Lord,  Amen. 

From  The  Deseret  News. 
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DISTRICT     HIGHLIGHTS 


SPRINGS  BRANCH. 

I.   C.   Louw,   President, 

P.O.  Box  6,  Daggaiontein,  Springs. 

This  past  month  has  brought  with-  it  two 
items  of  importance  to  our  branch  for 
which  we  are  very  happy.  Sister  Sonnie 
Pretorius  Harty  was  blessed  with  a  fine 
baby  boy.  Both  mother  and  baby  are  get- 
ting along  fine.  Secondly,  Victor  Laurie 
Jubber  was  baptized  by  Brother  Norman 
Muir  and  confirmed  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw 
on  May  4th.  This  is  a  most  important 
and  wonderful  step,  Victor.  May  the 
Spirit  of  God  always  be  with  you  and  guide 
you. 

Due  to  an  oversight  last  month  we  failed 
to  mention  that  Brother  Frank  Donly  was 
set  apart  as  District  Clerk. — (Editor.) 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Dan  Cherrett,  President, 
14,  Serpentine  Road,  Pinelands. 
A  very  successful  District  conference  was 
held  on  April  27th.  One  hundred  and  ten 
people  attended  the  evening  service,  which 
included  twenty-nine  friends  and  investiga- 
tors. Principal  speakers  for  the  evening- 
were  President  and  Sister  Sharp  and  Elders 
Berlin  and  Poulter. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH. 

Alvin  Park,  President, 
Forest  Road,  Rondebosch. 

Elders  William  "I.  Poulter,  Dean  T.  Berlin, 

LeGrande   D.    Barrett,    Harvey   G.    Evans, 

Duane    S.    Williams    and   Alan    G.    Sharp, 

"  Cumorah,"  Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

The  Primary  organization  under  the 
guidance  and  direction  of  Sister  Johanna 
Fourie  put  on  a  very  inspirational  pro- 
gramme on  May  4th.  Guest  speakers  for 
the  evening  were  Brother  and  Sister  Evan 
and  Jean  Wright. 

On  Monday,  May  5th,  Brother  and  Sister 
Wright  and  family  left  on  the  Canarvon 
Castle  bound  for  England.  After  a  short 
visit  there  and  on  the  Continent,  they  will 
return  to  their  home  in  Salt  Lake  City  in 
time  for  the  "  Centennial  Celebration." 
They  will  be  with  us  again  in  a  few  months 
with  a  full  report  of  the  events  they  will 


have   taken   part   in.  We   wish  them   a 

pleasant  and  successful  journey. 

The  Mothers'  Day  programme  on  May 
11th  was  very  lovely.  Roses  were  given 
to  all  mothers  who  attended  and  sent  to 
those  who  were  not  able  to  come. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  May  13th,  three 
more  missionaries,  Elders  LeGrande  D. 
Barrett,  Harvey  G.  Evans,  and  Duane  S. 
Williams,  were  added  to  the  fold.  It  is 
wonderful  to  have  them  here  and  we  want 
to  extend  to  them  our  heartiest  welcome 
a»d  hope  that  their  stay  here  will  be  a 
pleasant  and  fruitful  one.  Several  others 
have  been  called  and  according  to  the  three 
Elders,  should  soon  be  leaving. 

A  hike  to  Table  Mountain  was  sponsored 
by  the  M.I. A.  on  Thursday,  the  14th. 
Everyone  enjoyed  themselves  immensely. 

Due  to  popular  request,  the  play  "  A 
Case  of  Springtime,"  directed  by  Sister 
Helen  Sharp,  was  put  on  again,  Friday 
night,  May  16th.  The  entire  production 
was  exceptionally  successful  and  we  want 
to  extend  our  congratulations  to  the  cast 
and  those  responsible  for  their  fine  work. 

The  Cumorah  Badminton  Club  has 
started  off  their  season,  and  though  they 
have  not  been  as  successful  as  they  had 
hoped,  the  season  is  still  young  and  the 
spirit  of  the  group  is  spreading  and  the 
tables  can  turn  any  time. 

Variety  has  been  added  to  the  Cumorah 
activities  lately  by  Sister  Helen  Sharp  and 
Elders  Alan  ■  Sharp  and  Dean  Berlin  par- 
ticipating in  a  radio  programme  at  the 
S.A.B.C.  being  put  on  for  the  children. 
The  series  being  given  are  the  stories,  as 
told  by  Uncle  Remus,  an  old  Coloured  nar- 
rator,  about  the  activities  of  Brer  Rabbit. 

We  wish  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 
Sister  Daphne  Higgs  and  her  husband  and 
baby  daughter  on  their  return  to  South 
Africa.  The  baby,  '  Arlene  Higgs,  was 
blessed  by  President  Sharp,  Sunday  morn- 
ing, May  18th.  We  hope  their  stay  will 
be  a  pleasant  one. 

Thomas  Wilson,  T.  Y.  and  Doreen 
Wilson,  and  Beatrice  July  an  spent  a 
(Continued  on  page  70.) 
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"Latter-Day  Prophesy?  Revelation? 


Of  Course!"  Says  vivian  meik 


Editor's  Note:  Vivian  Meik,  in  this  his  second  article  to  the  "  Millennial  Star,"  has 
set  forth  a  challenge  to  any  doubter  of  the  Restored  Gospel.  It  might  be  added 
that  Brother  Meik  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  hatter-day 
Saints  on  Tuesday,  April  22nd. 


THBEE  months  ago  I  wrote  an  article 
around  the  question:  "Is  Mormonism 
the  Eemedy?  "  for  the  Star  and  the 
"  Church  News." 

Eeplies  poured  in  from  friends  and 
strangers  in  countries  as  far  apart  as 
America  and  New  Zealand.  It  was  grati- 
fying to  note  that  the  great  majority  said 

Yes  "  in  varying  degrees  of  fervour,  sin- 
cerity and  simple  faith. 

But  here  and  there  were  denials.  These 
specially  interested  me  for  the  same  reason 
that  any  business  man  who  hopes  to  remain 
solvent  must  study  his  liabilities  more 
carefully  than  his  assets. 

Apart  from  the  common  factors  of  pre- 
judice or  frustrated  fury  in  many  of  these 
denials,  the  few  who  presented  their  cases 
with  restraint  and  reason  laid  much  stress 
on  "  the  weakness  of  Mormonism's  claims 
to  Divine  authority."  They  rejected  the 
acceptance  of  Joseph  Smith  as  a  prophet. 
Even  more  emphatically  they  rejected  the 
conception  of  revelation  in  these  latter 
days. 

To  me — as  to  any  analytical  and  un- 
biased person — who  asked  the  original  ques- 
tion, the  closest  scrutiny  was  therefore 
automatically  necessary  before  I  could 
finally  agree  that  Mormonism  is  the  remedy 
to  bring  the  world  back  to  sanity,  and 
through  sanity  to  faith  and  God. 

In  the  circumstances  then,  the  precepts 
and  the  practices  of  the  Mormon  faith  as- 
sumed secondary  importance  in  contrast 
with  the  Authority  for  those  precepts,  this 
authority  which  is  continually  being  chal- 
lenged, derided,  disputed  .   .   . 

So  I  began  my  scrutiny  of  the  prophecies 
of  Joseph  Smith  and  the  rele  vat  ions  claimed 
by  the  Mormon  faith. 

My   first    discovery   ivas   that    none    of 

my  critics — and,  indeed,  no  critics  of  the 

Church — have    ever    been    able    to    DIS- 


PROVE   the    FACTS    as    expounded    by 

Joseph  Smith. 

They  have  scoffed  and  spat  at  him ;  they 
ended   by   murdering  him.  In   the    last 

hundred  years  this  cult  of  harassing  and 
hounding  the  Mormon  faith  has  spread  all 
over  the  world.  But   in   all  that   time, 

neither  sincere  nor  rabid  critics  could  dis- 
prove one  sentence  of  Joseph  Smith's  pro- 
phecies and  revelations. 

In     other     words:     Neither     logic     nor 

reason  can  hold  that  a  man  lies  when  all 

the   talent   of  the    world   has   tried  for   a 

century  to  disprove  him — and  failed. 
If  such  a  man  does  not  lie  then  logic 

and  reason  demand  that  he  speaks  truth. 

That  truth,  therefore,  must  be  its  own 
self  evident  proof  that  it  is  God's  truth. 
For  God  is  the  fountain  and  origin  of  truth. 
Because  it  could  not  have  come  in  any 
other  way,  it  must  have  been  given  to 
Joseph  Smith  by  the  personal  revelation  of 
God  or  His  angels. 

Logic  and  reason  go  even  further — this 
combination  of  circumstances  which  can- 
not be  disproved  is  exactly  what  it  takes  to 
make  a  prophet  measured  by  the  standards 
of  any  age  in  history  or  any  form  of  religion 
since  the  dawn  of  time. 

Who  can  disprove  therefore  the  straight 

fact  that,  whether  anyone  likes  it  or  not, 

Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet — a  prophet  of 

to-day — whose  lips   God  in  heaven  came 

doivn  to  open  ? 

I  repeat  again — it  is  easy  to  sneer  and 
abuse,  to  ridicule  and  deny  summarily,  but 
these  things  are  not  disproof — Let  the 
critics  remember  that ! 

On  that  balance  sheet,  then,  Joseph 
Smith,  the  young  man  who  held  converse 
with  God  and  His  angels ;  Joseph  Smith, 
the  grown  man  who  was  murdered  for  his 
refusal  to  forego  his  faith  ;  Joseph  Smith, 
the  chosen  of  God  who  personally  laid  his 
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authority  on  the  man  who,  with  God's  help 
and  under  God's  revelation,  he  had  set 
apart  to  follow  him — all  these  are  simple, 
unchallengeable  proofs  that  Prophecy  and 
Revelation  are  not  only  feasible  but  actually 
do  happen  to-day. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  quote  any  of 
Joseph  Smith's  prophecies  or  the  many 
revelations  that  have  been  manifested  in 
the  Church — both  are  stock  targets  of  those 
who  have  not  the  courage  to  accept  reversal 
of  traditional  shibboleths  by  truth  for  mun- 
dane or  other  reasons — but  \he  proof  of  the 
Authority  that  conferred  this  great  duty 
and  dignity  on  Joseph  Smith  leads  to  much 
that  is  thought  rovoking. 

First  is  the  great  message  of  hope  to 

the  world  that  God  has  not  forgotten  His 

children,   that  He   walks  among  them  in 

these    latter    days    as    He    did    in    those 

ancient  times  when  He  so  often  led,  them 

out    of   danger   and    tribulation    into    the 

safety  and.  happiness  of  a  new  land. 

Whom    and    what    did    He    use    for   that 

salvation?       It  is  elementary  history  that 

his  methods  were  transmitted  by  revelation 

through  His  prophets. 

Has  God  ever  used  other  methods  and  is 
the  tribulation  and  need  of  the  world  in 
these  latter  days  less  than  the  ages  have 
witnessed  in  those  earlier  times? 

The  answer  is,  of  course,  an  emphatic 
"  No,"  and  because  of  that  the  case  for 
Joseph  Smith  and  the  '  Church  is  im- 
measurably strengthened. 

One  other  point  only  need  be  made  in  my 
limited  space.  Often  a  charge  against  the 
revelations  of  the  standard  works  of  the 
Church  is  that  of  forgery. 

"  How  could  Joseph  Smith,  or  any  Mor- 
mon leader — claim  to  write  those  books 
either  under  inspiration  or  the  normal 
course  of  their  lives?  "  accusers  ask. 

Joseph  Smith,  they  jeer,  was  an  ignorant 
clod  from  the  land  and  his  followers  were 
little  better.  If  they  were  more  intelli- 
gent they  would  not  have  followed  him. 

Paradoxically  enough  this  is  one  of  the 
easiest  charges  in  the  calendar  to  answer — 
and  the  answer  is  one  of  the  greatest  proofs 
of  the  divine  source,  the  divine  mainte- 
nance,  the  divine  future  of  the  Church. 

It  is  just  because  Joseph  Smith  did  hap- 
pen to  be  that  ignorant  lad  that  his  work 


cannot  have  been  faked.  He  simply 
could  not  have  known  enougli — his  friends 
either — to  do  so.  Forgery  could  only  have 
been  the  case  if  they  had  had  unlimited  re- 
sources of  wealth,  scholarship — and  not 
least — time  for  research  at  their  disposal. 

One  explanation — and  one  explanation 
only — can  tit  these  works.  Inspiration  and 
revelation  and  the  direct  personal  help  of 
God.  In  the  conditions  of  the  last  hundred 
years  this  explanation  has  not  only  been 
greatly  strengthened,  but  is  receiving  a 
progressively  increasing  degree  of  accept- 
ance. 

Joseph  Smith's  little  band  of  "  ignor- 
ants  "  is  now  over  a  million  strong!  The 
beautiful  harmony  between  this  develop- 
ment through  persecution  and  ridicule  of 
revelation  of  these  latter  days  and  its 
counterpoint  of  nearly  2,000  years  ago  tells 
its  own  story. 

It  is  the  story  of  Jesus  the  Christ,  the 
story  of  faith  and  hope,  of  love  and  happi- 
ness, of  the  new  Zion  told  in  prophecy  and 
revelation — the  story  of  God's  Truth. 

From  Millennial  Star. 

District  Highlights. — From  page  68. 

pleasant  holiday  at  Hermanus  where  they 

were  joined  by  Agnes  and  Steve  Griffith. 

On  June  1st  Elders  Poulter  and  Berlin 
had  the  privilege  to  baptize  and  confirm 
the  first  convert  to  the  church  since  the 
return  of  the  missionaries,  Sister  Sylvia 
Mae  Jennings.  "We  welcome  her  in  our 
midst  and  sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  the 
rich  blessings  of  the  Gospel  will  be  poured 
out  on  her. 

DURBAN  BRANCH. 

Louis  C.  Duncan,  President, 

187,  Montpelier  Road,  Durban,  Natal. 

Elders  Allen  C.  Rozsa,  Alvin  0.  Price, 

260,   Innes  Road,   Durban,   Natal. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH. 

Robert  K.  F.  Doller,  President, 
18,   Caithness  Road,  Walmer, 
Port  Elizabeth. 
Elders :   Kenneth  L.  Kuttler  and  Donald 
M.  Crane,  40  Mackay  Street. 
The  reports  from. Durban  and  Port  Eliza- 
beth tell  us  of  very  fine  Mothers'  Day  pro- 
prommes   being  held   and   that   everything 
and  evervone  is  getting  along  well. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

July,    1947 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Help  us,  0  God,  to  realize 

The  great  atoning  sacrifice 
The  gift  of  Thy  Beloved  Son 

The  Prince  of  Life,  the  Holy  One. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

But  behold,  there  are  many  that  harden 
their  hearts  against  the  Holy  Spirit,  that 
it  hath  no  place  in  them;  wherefore  they 
cast  many  things  away  which  are  written 
and  esteem  as  things  of  naught. 

2  Nephi  33:2. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

And  again,  every  person  w*ho  belongeth 
to  this  Church  of  Christ,  shall  observe  to 
keep  all  commandments  of  the  Church. 

D.  and  C.  42:78: 

SENIORS. 

For  behold,  he  surely  must  die  that  salva- 
tion may  come ;  yea,  it  behoveth  him  and 
becometh  expedient  that  he  dieth,  to  bring 
to  pass  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  that 
thereby  men  may  be  brought  into  the 
presence  of  the  Lord. 

Helaman  14 :  15. 

JUNIORS. 

We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
our  own  conscience,  and  allow  all  men  the 
same  privilege :  let  them  worship  how, 
where,  or  what  they  may. 

11th  Article  of  Faith. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

Again  I  say,  hearken  ye  elders  of  my 

church,    whom  I  have   appointed :    Ye   are 

not  sent  forth  to  be  taught,   but  to  teach 

the  children  of  men  ..." 

D.  and  C.  43:15. 

PRIMARY. 

Hearken  ye,  for,  behold,  the  great  day 
of  the  Lord  is  nigh  at  hand." 

T).  and  C.  43:17. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

When  Jesus  was  a  little  boy, 

Did  He  kneel  by  His  mother's  knee 
And  say,  the  way  that  we  say  now 

Our  Heavenly  Father  " — reverently? 


RELIEF  SOCIETY   CORNER 

IDA  G.  SHARP 

CRACKER    CRUMB    DATE    PUDDING. 

2  cups  Graham  cracker  crumbs  or  any  plain 
sweet  biscuit  crumbs. 

1   teaspoon   baking  powder.      (At   sea   level 
use  2  teaspoons  baking  pwoder.) 

3  tablespoons  shortening. 
6  tablespoons  sugar. 

1  egg. 

I  teaspoon  salt. 

1  teaspoon  Vanilla. 

|  cup  dates  or  seedless  raisins  cut  in  small 

pieces. 
I  cup  nuts. 
|  cup  milk. 

Method. 

Blend  the  crumbs  and  baking  powder. 
Cream  the  shortening  and  add  the  sugar 
gradually  until  light  and  fluffy.  Separate 
the  egg  and  add  yolk,  salt  and  vanilla  to 
creamed  mixture.  Beat  well,  stir  in  fruit 
and  nuts.  Add  crumb  mixture  alternately 
with  the  milk.  Fold  in  the  stiffly  beaten 
eggwhite.  Put  in  a  greased  baking  dish  and 
place  the  baking  dish  in  a  shallow  pan  of 
water  and  bake  in  moderate  oven  about 
350°  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  or  until 
done.  Try  by  placing  a  toothpick  in  pud- 
ding; if  it  comes  out  dry  the  pudding  is 
done.  This  amount  serves  six  and  is 
delicious    served    with    whipped    cream    or 

just  plain  cream. 

□   □  

All  kingdoms  have  a  law  given ;  And 
there  are  many  Kingdoms ;  for  there  is  no 
space  in  the  which  there  is  no  kingdom ; 
•and  there  is  no  kingdom  in  which  there  is 
no  space,  either  a  greater  or  a  lesser 
kingdom. 

And  unto  every  kingdom  is  given  a  law ; 
and  unto  every  law  there  are  certain 
bounds  also  and  conditions.  All  beings 
who  abide  not  in  those  conditions  are  not 
justified. 

For  intelligence  cleaveth  unto  intelli- 
gence; wisdom  receiveth  wisdom;  truth 
embraceth  truth ;  virtue  loveth  virtue ;  light 
cleaveth  unto  light ;  mercy  hath  com- 
passion on  mercy  and  claimeth  her  own ; 
justice  continueth  its  course  and  claimeth 
its  own ;  judgment  goeth  before  the  face  of 
him  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and 
governeth  and  executeth  all  things. 

D.  and  C,  Sec.  88:36-40. 
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WHY    BE   CHASTE? 


SEXUAL  sin  stands  second  only  to  mur- 
der in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  Why  is 
this  the  case,  and  why  should  the  Saints 
and  all  men  adhere  strictly  to  the  divine 
law  of  chastity  ? 

1. — Before  a  person  is  fit  to  receive  a 
temple  recommend  so  that  he  may  be  mar- 
ried for  time  and  eternity  in  the  House  of 
the  Lord,  he  must  be  morally  clean. 
Celestial  marriage  is  the  gateway  to  exalta- 
tion in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Unchastity, 
therefore,  prevents  a  person  from  so  much 
as  beginning  to  travel  the  path  leading  to 
exaltation. 

2. — The  law  of  chastity  is  part  of  "  the 
law  of  Christ,"  and  therefore  must  be 
obeyed  by  those  who  live  in  his  kingdom. 
"  For  he  who  is  not  able  to  abide  the  law 
of  a  celestial  kingdom  cannot  abide  a 
celestial  glory."  Moral  cleanliness  is  re- 
quired of  a  man  if  he  is  to  gain  for  himself 
a  celestial  body  and  spirit  capable  of  abid- 
ing in  the  presence  of  God. 

3. — To  stand  spotless  before  God  at  the 
last  day  men  must  be  sanctified  by  the 
reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  the  spirit 
will  not  dwell  in  an  unclean  tabernacle. 

4. — The  unclean  become  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  truth ;  they  lose  the  power  to  discern 
between  the  doctrines  of  salvation  and  the 
vagaries  of  men. 

5. — Morality  is  a  condition  precedent  to 
ordination  to  any  office  in  the  high  priest- 
hood, without  the  receipt  of  which  priest- 
hood no  man  can  gain  his  exaltation. 

6. — Divorce  walks  hand  in  hand  with  im- 
morality. To  preserve  marriage  and  the 
home  men  and  women  must  keep  them- 
selves clean. 

7. — There  exists  peace,  solace  and  com- 
fort in  this  life  for  those  couples  who  have 
the  calm  assurance  that  because  of  their 
wedlock  they  have  reserved  themselves  for 
each  other  only. 

8. — In  immorality  there  is  disease  of 
body  and  of  spirit.  Frightful  physical 
afflictions  frequently  and  justly  descend 
upon  the  promiscuous. 

9. — Illegitimacy  with  all  its  heart  rend- 
ing ills  is  not  far  from  those  who  fail  to 
keep  sacred  their  marriage  vows. 

10. — To  be  clean  is  one  of  the  standards 


of  righteousness  by  which  the  Lord  will 
judge  us  in  determining  whether  we  have 
done  all  things  whatsoever  he  commanded 
us:  Those  who  stand  by  the  standard  reap 
strength  of  character  and  enlarge  them- 
selves spiritually.  Those  who  choose  rather 
the  "  pleasures  "  of  sin  for  a  season  be- 
come weak  and  petty  in  their  lives  and 
thoughts. 

That  the  reasons  here  listed  are  but  the 
beginning  of  a  long  list  which  every 
thoughtful  person  may  collate  for  himself, 
all  will  recognize.  But  even  these  few  be- 
gin to  place  in  perspective  the  importance 
of  the  eternal  law,  "  Thou  shalt  not  com- 
mit adultery." 

"  And  now  wTe  desire  with  holy  zeal," 
proclaimed    President    Joseph    F.     Smith, 

to  emphasize  the  enormity  of  sexual  sins. 
Though  often  regarded  as  insignificant  by 
those  not  knowing  the  will  of  God,  they 
are,  in  his  eyes  an  abomination,  and  if  we 
are  to  remain  his  favoured  people  they 
must  be  shunned  as  the  gates  of  hell.  The 
evil  results  of  these  sins  are  so  patent  in 
vice,  crime,  misery  and  disease  that  it 
would  appear  that  all,  young  and  old,  must 
perceive  and  sense  them.  They  are 
destroying  the  world.  If  we  are  to  be 
preserved  we  must  abhor  them,  shun  them, 
not  practise  the  least  of  them,  for  they 
weaken  and  enervate,  they  kill  man 
spiritually,  they  make  him  unfit  for  the 
companv  of  the  righteous  and  the  presence 
of  God." 

In  the  light  of  all  the  knowledge  we  have 
of  the  need  for  chastity,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  saints  to  teach  these  things  to 
their  children,  to  walk  only  in  paths  of 
virtue,  to  shun  every  act  of  familiarity, 
which  might  lead  to  immorality,  and  to 
seek  repentance  for  all  past  sins  so  that  all 
may  stand  clean  and  spotless  before  God 
at  the  last  day.  Some  among  us  have 

sinned,  as  did  the  adulterous  woman  in  the 
scriptures.  Let    all    such    change    their 

ways,  fully  repent,  and  seek  forgiveness  of 
the  Lord.  True  repentance  means  true 
departure  from  our  path  of  sin.  The  Lord 
is  kind  to  the  truly  repentant. 

Let  us  all  be  clean — we  bear  the 
vessels  of  the  Lord." 

— From  The  Deseret  News. 
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